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Abstract

This research objective intends to investigate the students’ responses in teaching learning speaking using
project based learning through WhatsApp. This research used descriptive qualitative method. The
subject were 20 students of nine grade junior high school in Batujajar. The questionnaire was used as
an instrument in this research. The results of the research showed that the students had good response
to the use project based learning and WhatsApp in teaching speaking. They agreed that the use of project
based learning and WhatsApp provided the advantages for their learning, such as increasing their
motivation, prompting them to express the opinion, or improving their critical thinking. Thus, the
teachers can use it while their teach speaking to the students.
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INTRODUCTION

In pandemic era, teaching and learning process has shifted from classroom interaction to online
interaction. This is known as electronic learning or e-learning. There are two types of e-
learning: synchronous and asynchronous (Plaisance, 2018). In the first type, the learning
process occurs at the real time (Plaisance, 2018). It allows direct interaction between teacher
and students virtually. In the implementation, teacher can provide learning materials in the form
of papers or presentation slides and students can listen to presentations directly. Students can
also ask questions or comments directly. Zoom, Skype, and Google Meet are examples of the
applications that are mostly used. Asynchronous classes, on the other hand, allow students to
complete tasks from anywhere with access to the internet within a flexible time parameter, for
example within a week (Plaisance, 2018). In the process of teaching English language, many
teachers mostly used synchronous types. Most of them used WhatsApp application. In this
application, the teachers interacted with the students. They shared the learning material in the
form of text, video, power point, or voice note. In the case of teaching speaking, the teachers
usually asked the students to answer the question or respond what the teacher said through voice
note. The aim was to examine the students’ ability in speaking. This may not affective to access
students’ speaking ability as not all the students join or participate teaching learning activity in
Whatsapp Group.

In response to the above condition, the teachers can attempt to combine the use of WhatsApp
with Project Based Learning in teaching speaking. Dewi (2017) states that Project Based
Learning is a learning model that focuses on the main (central) concepts and principles of a
discipline, involving students in problem solving activities and other meaningful tasks,
providing opportunities students to work autonomously to construct their own learning, and
ultimately produce valuable and realistic products. In this model, students can identify the
problem of the topic of the project given, describe a problem or analyse a problem, and evaluate
the problem with multiple consideration and deficiencies (Setiawan, Puspitasari, & Baptista,
2020).
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The advantages of the learning method using Project Based Learning are: (1) train students to
use reasoning in overcoming business problems; (2) train participants in making hypotheses in
problem solving based on simple business concepts; (3) train critical and contextual thinking
skills with real business problems faced; (4) train students to conduct trials in proving
hypotheses; (5) train in decision making about problem solving by:
1. Encouraging students to actively participate and concentrate in discussions
2. Stimulating students to think by returning questions to them.
3. Encouraging students to analyze problems, synthesize problems, conduct evaluations,
and compile a summary of evaluation results.
4. Assisting students in identifying sources, references, and principles (materials) when
studying problems and alternative problem solving (Murniarti, 2016).
Based on the statement above, the researcher is interested to the students’ response to the use
of teaching speaking procedure text using Project Based Learning through Whatsapp.

METHOD

This study used a qualitative descriptive design in processing the data. This meant that this
study described and processed the data through words. Wiley (2019) says a definite step-by-
step resource for qualitative methods is gathering evidence, compiling an analysis, and
communicating it. This research was conducted in one of the junior high schools in Batujajar,
West Bandung. This school is one of the Islamic-based schools in the Batujajar area. The
researcher chose class 9A which consisted of 25 students. The data were collected through
questionnaire. It was used to find out the students ‘response toward its usage. The questionnaire
was adapted from Muslihin (2018). The questionnaire consisted of 10 questions. The data
gained were then analyzed.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Results
The results of students ‘response are described below:

Studens' Responses

70%

53%

35%
0%
4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1 2 3
B strongly agree M agree fair M disagree M strongly disagree

Figure 4.6 Students ’"Response

Statement 1: The learning that has been applied make you have a high willingness to take a
lesson
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The first statement was about willingness to take the lesson with the result : 25% of 20 students
choose “strongly agree”, 40% choose “agree”, 30% choose fair, 03% choose “disagree”, and
0% choose “strongly disagree”. It showed that the learning has been applied make students have
a high willingness to take lessons.

Statement 2: The learning that has been applied can eliminate the concept of mistakes in you
The second statement was about the elimination concept of mistake with the result: 15% of 20
students choose “strongly agree”, 15% choose “agree”, 15% choose fair, 69% choose
“disagree”, and 0% choose “strongly disagree”. It showed the students agreed that the learning
could eliminate the concept of mistake in learning writing.

Statement 3: The learning that has been carried out gives meaning and make it easier to
understand the material

The third statement was about clear understanding with the result: 15% of 20 students choose
“strongly agree”, 35% choose “agree”, 15% choose fair, 35% choose “disagree”, and 5%
choose “strongly disagree”. It showed that the learning gave meaning and made the students
easier to understand the material.

Statement 4: Learning by this method makes it easy for you to understand the material being
taught

The fourth statement was about the ease in understanding with the results: 0% of 20 students
choose “strongly agree”, 35% choose “agree”, 15% choose fair, 35% choose “disagree”, and
5% choose “strongly disagree”. It showed the students agreed that the learning speaking
using project based learning method made the material being taught easy to understand.

Statement 5: Learning with this method is quite interesting, fun, and not boring

The fifth statement was about the learning interest with the results: 10% of 20 students choose
“strongly agree”, 25% choose “agree”, 5% choose fair, 60% choose “disagree”, and 5% choose
“strongly disagree”. It showed the students agreed that the learning speaking using project based
learning method were interesting, fun, and not boring.

Statement 6: | feel the time spent understanding this concept is getting shorter

The sixth statement was about the effectiveness in understanding the material with the results:
2% of 20 students choose “strongly agree”, 40% choose “agree”, 20% choose fair, 15% choose
“disagree”, and 10% choose “strongly disagree”. It showed the students agreed with the time
spent for understanding this concept was getting shorter.

Statement 7: This lesson motivated me to get a high achievement

The seventh statement was about the achievement motivation with the results: 15% of 20
students choose “strongly agree”, 20% choose “agree”, 25% choose fair, 45% choose
“disagree”, and 0% choose “strongly disagree”. It showed the students agreed that the learning
activity made the students motivated to get a high achievement.

Statement 8: Learning with this method enhance your critical thinking

The eighth statement was about critical thinking enhancement with the results:

10% of 20 students choose “strongly agree”, 20% choose “agree”, 45% choose fair, 30% choose
“disagree”, and 0% choose “strongly disagree”. It showed the students felt fair with the learning
speaking using project based learning method enhanced the critical thinking.

Project Based Learning and Whatsapp in Teaching Speaking: Students’ Response |967



PREIJECT Volume 7, No. 5, September 2024 pp 965-969

PROFESSIONAL JOURNAL OF ENSLISH EDUCATION

Statement 9: | feel more valued in expressing my opinion

The ninth statement was about students’ appreciation with the results: 20% of 30 students
choose “strongly agree”, 20% choose “agree”, 35% choose fair, 30% choose “disagree”, and
0% choose “strongly disagree”. It showed students agreed that in implementing Project Based
Learning method the students felt more valued in expressing their opinion.

Statement 10: I feel more willing to express my opinion in this learning process

The last statement was about willingness in expressing their opinion with the results: 25% of
30 students choose “strongly agree”, 40% choose “agree”, 25% choose fair, 15% choose
“disagree”, and 0% choose “strongly disagree”. It showed the students agreed that they felt
more willing to express their opinion in the learning process.

Based on the Likert Scale calculation, the percentage of students’ response was 87.2%. This
score was in the range of agree to strongly agree. Thus, it can be said that the students had
positive response to the use of Project Based Learning and WhatsApp in teaching speaking.

87.2%

I I I I I
0%-19.9% 20%-39.9% 40%-59.9% 60%-79.9% 80%-100%

(Pranatawijaya et al.,2019)

Discussion

The results indicates that the students had positive response to the use Project Based Learning
via WhatsApp in Teaching Speaking. This is because the PjBL learning model allows students
to solve problems on their own. This is consistent with Surya et al. (2018), who state that the
PjBL learning model is designed so that students can solve problems through project activities.
Through this project work, students will gain real-world experience with project planning.
The use of Project-Based Learning also increase students' creativity. This method can make the
learning process more interesting and fun. This method is very suitable for pandemic situations
that make students more involved, modern, and age-appropriate. Thomas (2000) states that
PjBL is an effective teaching method that can be used in a variety of contexts, including racial
and achievement groups. Meanwhile Aldabbus (2008) says that PjBI is not like traditional
teaching methods where the teacher is considered the main source of information and dominates
most of the speaking time in class. PjBL therefore provides a valuable opportunity for students
to engage individually and in groups in formulating inquiry questions, setting goals and
planning for project implementation and design processes.

In addition, the use of WhatsApp has the advantage. It can facilitate the learning process and
support teaching to be more effective. This is in line with Pranajaya and Wicaksono (2017) who
state that WhatsApp is used as a communication medium because it allows users to
communicate with each other without spending a lot of money because WhatsApp does not use
credit, but internet data. This means that WhatsApp can improve the quality of teaching and
learning.
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CONCLUSION

Based on the findings of this research, it can be concluded that the use of Project Based Learning
which is combined by WhatsApp can be used by the teacher in teaching speaking. Most of the
students think that it provides some advantages for their learning. It is able to increase their
motivation in speaking. It also help them in understanding the concept or material. It prompts
them to be more critical and able to express their opinion. In addition, it also provides interactive
learning atmosphere.
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