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Abstract 
 

Inflectional is the smallest part of morphosyntax but it becomes important because it is the basic 

knowledge that students have to comprehend in learning and producing correct sentence. To understand 

them, the students have to learn it through virtual learning in COVID-19 pandemic era which  has 

changed the way of teaching and learning process especially in Morphosyntax. This research aimed to 

explore the types and the students’ difficulties in understanding inflectional process of morphology. This 

research used descriptive qualitative method to describe and to analyze the data. To collect the data, the 

researchers used two kinds of instruments namely pre-test, post-test, and interview. The population in 

this research consist of two classes from English Education Study Program at the fifth semester at IKIP 

Siliwangi.The result showed that the student mostly found the types of inflectional process namely plural 

form, 3rd singular person, past tense, progressive, comparative and superlative correctly while participle 

both in present and past tense form are mostly found incorrectly for they are having the higher function 

which are having similarity as verb progressive and as adjective at the same time. To understand the 

difference of the both function, the students are demanded to recognize well the structure of both. 
 

Keywords: Inflectional Process, Morphosyntax, Online Learning   
 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

There are four language skills, the skills are listening, speaking, reading and writing. From the 

four skills, writing is the most difficult one that students should be mastered, especially in 

learning English. As a foreign language, English has some different rules compare to other 

languages, especially Indonesian . One of the rules is to undertand and to comphrehend the 

derivational and inflectional in morphological process . Derivational is a process of morphology 

that changes the word class and the meaning , meanwhile Inflectional is a morphological 

process that maintains the word calass and rhe meaning (Martin & Andrea, 2010:18). 

 

Inflectional process consist of eight types namely 3rd  singular person , past Tense , progressive, 

past participle, plural , possessive, comparative and superlative (Katamba 1993:49) as cited in 

Efransyah (2020 : 39). The understanding inflectional of morphology in creating senteces 

correctly is very important for student of English Education Program which most of them are 

future teacher . It means they must have writing ability to produce sentences correctly . In the 

end of the study , students have to make the research paper as the requirements to get bachelor 

degree . 

 

In the process of making paper, some students are still lack of understanding about some rules 

in constructing sentences properly, especially in morphological rules , among the material about 

tenses, adjective , and plural . In fact, mostly the students still get the difficulties in analyzing 

inflectional and derivational both from the type and the function. In this case , students are 
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demmanded to comphrehend the differences and the similarities of inflectional process of 

morphology. Based on the background above mention, the aims of this research are to analyze 

the types of inflections that mostly found by the students correctly and to analyze the students 

difficulties in in understanding inflectional process of morphology . 

 

According to Katamba (1993), the smallest grammatical unit in a language with complete 

meaning is called a morpheme. In line with this, Andrew and McCarthy (2002: 18 states that 

morphemes that can stand on their own  are called free and bound. Bound morphemes are also 

called affixes, which can be divided into prefix, infix and suffix. English has only two bound 

morphemes, namely prefix and suffix. There is no English infix. Bound morphemes are divided 

into two categories, namely derivative morphemes and inflection morphemes. 

 

Moreover, focus on inflectional affixes. An affix is a morpheme, which can be added to the 

base or root to form a new word. Inflectional affixes is very affected in making grammatically 

correct sentences, but they add some meaning to the words. They never change the parts of 

speech or word classes grammatically, but each grammatical category has its own set of special 

set of inflectional affixes. 

 

According to the English Morphology of Lieber Rochelle (2009), there are 8 types of 

inflectional affixes:  

1. The third-person singular form {-s},  

2. Past tense mark {-ed},  

3. Continuous mark {-ing},  

4. Past particles {–en},  

5. Plural mark {-s},  

6. Possessive mark {-'s},  

7. The comparative suffix {–er}  

8. The superlative suffix {–est}. 

 

According to Andrew and McCarthy (2002: 18), the types and examples of inflectional affixes 

based on word category categories are as follows: 

Nouns  : rabbit , rabbits  

Verbs  : study, studied , studied  

Adjectives : tall , taller , tallest  

Adverbs : soon, sooner, soonest  

Possessive : mother’s bag 

 

According to Ghirardini (2011) "Online learning gives the effective method of learning; 

practicing as the feedback of collaboration between teaching and learning activities with 

individually study. The students have a chance to understand the lesson by themselves, they do 

not depend on the instruction and explanation from the lecturers".  Moreover, Ghirardini (2011) 

states that “Online learning approach is able to combine the kind of online components; online 

contents, interactive e-lesson, electronic simulation, job aids. Online contents is a simple source 

to learn, it is non-interactive source such as document, PowerPoint, video  or audio. These 

sources are non-interactive, it means that  the students only reading or watching the contents 

without doing anything. Even though these sources are non-interactive but it can be effective if 

the lecturers adapt the source to reach the goal of teaching and learning process. 
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METHOD 
 

The participants of the research are the fifth semester students of IKIP Siliwangi in English 

Education Program and some students take more part in this research. They are students from 

A3 and A4  to answer the question and to find out the result under the study of this research. 

The researchers used two kinds of instruments in collecting the data , there are: pre-test (before 

teaching presentations) and post-test (after teaching presentations) to find out the information 

about the kind of inflections that are mostly founded by students properly and did an interview 

to find out the difficulties in understanding inflectional process of morphology. This research 

used descriptive qualitative method to describe and to analyze the result of this research by 

using test and interview the students . 

 
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 

Results 
 

The data of this research was from the students of IKIP Siliwangi at fifth semester from A3 and 

A4 classess in English Education Program. There are many affixes in this article so the data are 

taken to explore the types and the students’ difficulties in understanding inflectional process of 

morphology . 

 

Table 1 . Inflectional Process (Pre-Test) 

 

No Categories Total Percentage (%) 

1. 3rd Singular Person 27 11,02 

2. Past Tense 14 5.71 

3. Progressive - - 

4. Past Participle - - 

5. Plural 204 83,2 

6. Possessive - - 

7. Comparative - - 

8. Superlative - - 

 Total 245 99,3 

 

 

 

 Table 2. Inflectional Process (Post-Test) 

 

No Categories Total Percentage (%) 

1. 3rd Singular Person 88 21,83 

2. Past Tense 42 10,42 

3. Progressive 77 19,10 

4. Past Participle - - 

5. Plural 114 28,28 

6. Possessive - - 

7. Comparative 41 10,17 

8. Superlative 41 10,17 

 Total 403 99,97 
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Discussion 

 

a. Data from pre test and discussion  

 

From the table of pre test above, it can be seen that the students mostly found correctly of 

inflectional process namely plural (83,2 %), third singular person (11,02 %), and past tense 

(5,71 %). They could find them all correctly for they are easier to recognize. In the beginning, 

the  most students still do not recognize the other inflectional processes such as progressive, 

participle, possessive, comparative and superlative. After conducting a pre test, the reserachers 

gave some treatments to the whole students related to inflectional process of morphology. The 

researchers explained the materials simply and clearly in order they are easily to be understood 

by the students.    

 

b. Data from post test and discussion 

 

After giving the treatments, form the post test table above, the researchers found that the mostly 

students found the inflectional process correctly such as plural (28,28%), third singular person 

(21,83 %), progressive (19,10 %), past tense (10,42 %), comparative (10,17 %) and superlative 

(10,17 %).  The researchers found that in the post test, the mostly inflectional process that found 

by the students correctly are the same as in the pre test which are plural form, the third singular 

person and past tense. But in the post test, the past tense is in the fourth position after 

progressive followed by comparative and superlative in the last position. Here, the researchers 

did not find the students who answer the participle correctly. Based on the interview, the mostly 

students considered participle as the most difficult part of inflectional process to be recognized 

for they have higher function. It means that they can functionate as progressive and as an 

adjective (both present and past participle).  

 

 

CONCLUSION 
 

After conducting the research, the result shows that the students mostly found the types of 

inflectional process namely plural for plural number of noun, the 3rd singular person for the 

verbs, progressive for the verbs,  past tense form for the verbs, comparative and superlative for 

asjectives in composing proper sentence. While in participle, the researchers found that the 

students still did some mistakes. It is because the using of participle in inflectional process of 

morphology could  have multi or higher functions which are functioning as progressive and 

adjective.   

So it made the students got difficulties to differentiate both functions. That is why, the students 

are demanded to comprehend about inflectional types and structure especially in participle 

process in composing the proper sentences . 
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