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Abstract 
 

Vocabulary learning and teaching has been considered as one of the most important mechanisms of any 

educational program since early. Teachers have been using many techniques to help the learners to 

develop their knowledge of vocabularies in quality and quantity. There are many media in teaching 

vocabulary, one of them is by using flashcard. Flashcard is one of media which can help the teacher to 

teaching English easily. Flash cards in teaching vocabulary are very simple visual aids and the teacher 

can make the students more active during the teaching learning process. The study was conducted to 

find out the effect of flashcard on the vocabulary of the sixth graders of elementary school. This study 

employed a pre-experimental research design with one group pretest and posttest. An the research 

method used in this research is quantitative research with experimental research method. The subject 

consisted of 29 students of the sixth grader class of SDN Rengasdengklok Selatan 2 in the academic 

year of 2017/2018. Data collection techniques used in this study is a test. The procedures of collecting 

data are pretest, treatment and posttest. The data were analyzed using the SPSS 21.0. Based on the 

analysis, the mean score in pre-test was 66.21 improve to 79.55 in post-test. The result of t-test showed 

that significant 2-tailed was lower than 0.05 (0.000 < 0.05). It can be said that H0 is rejected, it means 

that there is effect of flashcard to the vocabulary of the sixth graders in SDN Rengasdengklok Selatan 

2. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

In the elementary school curriculum, teaching English covers four skills namely, listening, 

speaking, reading and writing. The four skills are supported by the learning of language 

elements. They are structure, vocabulary, pronunciation, and spelling.  To develop students’ 

language  skill in reading, listening, speaking and writing, the learners must have some degree 

of vocabulary.  

 

Vocabulary learning and teaching has been considered as one of the most important 

mechanisms of any educational program since early on. According to (Nation, 2005) The 

positive effects of vocabulary teaching are that it can provide help when learners feel it is most 

needed. This is particularly true for vocabulary teaching that occurs in the context of message-

focused activities involving listening, speaking, reading and writing, and where the teaching 

deals with items that learners see as being very relevant for the activity. While according to 

(Coady, J., & Huckin, 1997) vocabulary is central to language and of critical importance to the 

typical language learner. The explanation is confirmed (Hornby, 2004) stated that vocabulary 

is a total number of words in a language that is used by a person. It means vocabulary is all the 

words that people use in a language. By learning vocabulary, the students can add many new 

words that used in their daily activity both they know and unknown before. Teachers have been 
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using many techniques to help the learners to develop their knowledge of vocabularies in quality 

and quantity. Words can be learnt verbally and visually; since verbally refers to the old-fashion 

way of learning vocabulary like reading and memorizing, most attention has been drawn on 

visual techniques like pictures, flashcard-based instruction, photographs, word pictures, and 

wordlists. 

 

Considering the importance of vocabulary competence in learning English, the teacher should 

find the appropriate technique and strategy to teach vocabulary to young learners, so the 

classroom will be more alive and the learners more enthusiastic to study English. 

There are many media in teaching vocabulary, one of them is by using flashcard. According to 

(Baleghizadeh, S., & Ashoori, 2011) a flash card is a cardboard consisting of a word, a sentence, 

or a simple picture on it.  

 

Flashcard that is used as a teaching learning aid at elementary level is chosen to increase the 

students’ vocabulary. It will make the student interested in studying vocabulary because most 

of them like to play such as a card. According to (Cross, 1991) flashcard is a simple picture on 

a piece of card or paper, which is probably the most widely used visual aids in language 

teaching. It means that flashcard is one of media which can help the teacher to teaching English 

easily. Flash cards in teaching vocabulary are very simple visual aids and the teacher can make 

the students more active during the teaching learning process. Flashcards are some kinds of 

media that can be used by the teacher in the classroom. They can increase their span of attention 

and concentration to study new words in English. From the previous elaboration, the present 

researcher is interested in investigating “Teaching Vocabulary Using Flashcard”. 

 

METHOD 

An the research method used in this research is experimental method with pre-experimental 

design. Based on (Sugiyono, 2008) because there are still external variables that contribute to 

the formation of dependent variables, then the results of the experiment which is the dependent 

variable is not only influenced by independent variables. this may occur due to the absence of 

a control variable, and the sample is not randomly selected. 

In this research, the purpose of the study the researcher conducted pre-experimental design with 

one group pre-test and post-test. This study classified as pre-experimental study, according to 

(Donald, 2010) because they provide little or no control of extraneous variables. From the 

statement above, since there is no control variable so, in this study the researcher use one group 

or class and uses pre and post test. In this design only took one group as its subject and it 

involves administering a pretest measuring the dependent variable, applying the experimental 

treatment X to the subjects, and administering a posttest. 

(Donald, 2010) state the design of this reasearch can be seen at the table below:  

Table 1 

One Group Pretest-Posttest Design 

Pretest Treatment Posttest 

Y1 X Y2 

 

Population of this research is the sixth grade students of SDN Rengasdengklok Selatan 2 in the 

academic year of 2017/2018. That have 5 classes and each class is about 29-30 students. 
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Table 2 

List of Population 

No Class Number 

1 VI A 29 

2 VI B 30 

3 VI C 30 

4 VI D 30 

5 VI E 29 

Total 148 

 

In this research will be sampling of population by using purposive sampling technique. In this 

research, the writer takes class VI E as the smaple.  Researchers choose this class as the object 

of his research because consideration from English teacher in SDN Rengasdengklok Selatan 2. 

This study uses an instrument used to measure students' vocabulary comprehension. All the 

instruments of this study to obtain quantitative information in research. The instruments used 

in this study are pretest, treatment and posttest. 

In collecting the required data in this research, the researcher used test as instrument. Pretest 

was conducted on February 5th 2018 followed by 29 taker. Items used for pretest consisted of 

25 items multiple choice. The test was about vocabulary comprehension which is appropriate 

with the indicators of vocabulary comprehension and posttest was done on Monday, March 

19th 2018 that was followed by 29 taker. The writer used the same test which used in the pretest. 

Items used for posttest consisted of 25 items multiple choice. 

To be able to answer the problem formulation in this research, then the data obtained in this 

research must be processed first. The data in question is quantitative data obtained from pretest, 

posttest. For all data processing using the help of Statistical Product and Service Solution 

(SPSS) 21.0 for Windows program. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

Results  

The researcher presented the data on teaching vocabulary using flashcard. The researcher 

presented and analyzed the data which had been collected through two kinds of test, they are 

pre-test and post-test. It was conducted for twenty nine students. 

As mentioned before, the researcher used test as the instrument in collecting data. It was given 

to class VI E students of SDN Rengasdengklok Selatan 2. The number of question given by 

researcher was 25 questions. It was consist of multiple choice test. There were 29 students as 

respondent or subject at the research. The data of the students’ score before and after teaching 

vocabulary using flashcard can be seen in the following table. 

Table 3 

Data Score of Pretest and Posttest 

No Subject Pretest 

Score 

Posttest 

Score 

Gain 

Score 

1 Student 1 62 78 16 

2 Student 2 66 76 10 

3 Student 3 78 84 6 

4 Student 4 70 80 10 

5 Student 5 74 80 6 

6 Student 6 82 90 8 

7 Student 7 74 84 10 

8 Student 8 70 82 12 
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9 Student 9 82 96 14 

10 Student 10 62 76 14 

11 Student 11 74 80 6 

12 Student 12 70 80 10 

13 Student 13 74 84 10 

14 Student 14 44 66 22 

15 Student 15 48 60 12 

16 Student 16 64 76 12 

17 Student 17 64 84 20 

18 Student 18 58 76 18 

19 Student 19 72 98 26 

20 Student 20 62 82 20 

21 Student 21 46 66 20 

22 Student 22 50 60 10 

23 Student 23 66 76 10 

24 Student 24 88 100 12 

25 Student 25 68 76 8 

26 Student 26 60 74 14 

27 Student 27 64 88 24 

28 Student 28 56 72 16 

29 Student 29 72 84 12 

Total 1920 2308 388 

Score Minimum 44 60 6 

Score Maximum 88 100 24 

Mean 66,21 79,55 13,38 

 

Based on the data in Table 1, it can be seen that the average pretest score in class VI E is 66.21 

and the standard deviation of pretest score is 10.762. while the average postest score in class 

VI E is 79,55. Based on the data it is seen that the average posttest score of class VI E is greater 

than the average pretest score. So, it can be concluded that the flashcard is helpful the students 

to increase their achievement in teaching vocabulary. 

 

The Result Normality Test 
Normality testing is conducted to determine whether the gotten data is normally distribution or 

not, because the sample is less than 30 then the normality test against the pretest and posttest 

score is done by Shapiro-Wilk test using SPSS 21.0 program with significance level of 0.05. 

The result can be seen below: 

 

Table 4 

Test of Normality 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Based on the table above is known that the significance value from pre-test is 0.649 and from 

the post test is 0.241. Both value from pre-test and post-test are bigger than 0.05. The sig/p 

 Kolmogorov-Smirnova Shapiro-Wilk 

Statistic df Sig. Statistic df Sig. 

PRETEST ,107 29 ,200* ,973 29 ,649 

POSTEST ,151 29 ,088 ,955 29 ,241 
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value on pre-test is 0.649 and it is bigger than 0.05 (0.649 > 0.05) means that the data is in 

normally distribution. Then, for post-test score the value of sig/p is 0.241 and that is bigger than 

0.05 (0.241 > 0.05) means that the data is in normal distribution. It also means that H0 is 

accepted and Ha is rejected. So, it can be interpreted that both of data (pretest and posttest score) 

are in normally distribution. 

The Result Homogeneity Test 
Homogeneity testing is conducted to know whether the gotten data has a homogeneous variance 

or not. To know the homogeneity, the researcher used Test of Homogeneity of Variances with 

SPSS 21.0 by the value of significance (α) = 0.050. The result can be seen below: 

Table 5 

Test of Homogeneity of Variances 

Pretest and Posttest 

Levene 

Statistic 
df1 df2 Sig. 

,518 1 56 ,475 

Based on the table above is known that the sig or p-value is 0.475 higher than 0.05 means H0 is 

accepted and Ha is rejected. So, it can be interpreted that the data is homogeny. 

 

 

 

Paired Sample T-test (t-test) 
Both data (pretest and posttest score) are normally distribution and have homogeneous variance, 

then do different test of two paired samples through SPSS 21.0 program using Paired Sample 

T-Test with significance level 0,05.  

For interpretation of decision based on the result of probability achievement, that is: 

If the sig > 0.05, means H0 is accepted  

If the sig < 0.05, means H0 is rejected  

Table 6 

Paired Sample Test 

 

Paired Differences 

t df 

Sig. 

(2-

tailed) 
Mean 

Std. 

Deviatio

n 

Std. 

Error 

Mean 

95% Confidence 

Interval of the 

Difference 

Lower Upper 

Pair 1 

PRETES

T 

POSTES

T 

-

13,345 
5,374 ,998 

-

15,389 
-11,301 -13,373 28 ,000 

 

Based on the table 4.5, output paired samples test shows the result of compare analysis with 

using T test. Output shows mean pre-test and post-test is -13.345, standard deviation is 5.374, 

mean standard error is 0.998. The lower different is -15.387 and upper different is -11.301. The 

result test t = -13.373 with df = 28 and significance is 0.000. 

Because significance 0.000 lower than 0.05 (0.000 < 0.05) means that H0 is rejected and Ha is 

accepted. Therefore, it concluded that there is the significant differences between pretest and 

posttest score where mean of posttest is 79.55 higher than mean of pretest is 66.21 means that 

there is any effect flashcard in teaching vocabulary to the student of the sixth graders in SDN 

Rengasdengklok Selatan 2. 
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Discussion 
From the research finding in chapter IV, descriptive statistical data of  score pretest and posttest 

shows mean of pre-test is 66.21 and posttest is 79.55 has increased, So, it can be concluded that 

the flashcard is helpful the students to increase their achievement in learning vocabulary. 

Further data analysis continued by using statistical parametric test, namely Paired Samples T-

Test with 5% significance level. Obtained Sig. (2-tailed) is 0,000. Because significance 0.000 

lower than 0.05 (0.000 < 0.05) means that H0 is rejected and Ha is accepted. Therefore, from 

both mean it can concluded that there is significant differences in the students’ achievement of 

vocabulary comprehension means that teaching vocabulary comprehension using flashcard is 

effective. Means that there is any effect flashcard in teaching vocabulary to the student of the 

sixth graders in SDN Rengasdengklok Selatan 2. 

Based on the result of research findings and explanation above, it can be concluded that using 

flashcard is effective in teaching vocabulary comprehension at elementary school especially for 

the sixth grade students of SDN RengasdengklokSealatan 2. It proved that flashcard has 

significant effect to the students’ vocabulary comprehension achievement. 

 

CONCLUSIONS  
The research reveals that the students’ difficulties in vocabulary comprehension can be 

effectively improved by using flashcard. It can be shows from the result of pretest and posttest 

as follow: 

The students get difficulties in vocabulary comprehension. It can be seen, the students 

achievement before being taught by using flashcard their achievement in vocabulary 

comprehension is fair because the mean of the total score of 29 students is 66.21. After, the 

researcher applied vocabulary learning using flashcard to the students with the students’ 

condition that mentioned above it shows increasing in their vocabulary comprehension 

achievement where their achievement is very good because the mean of the total score of 29 

students is 79.55. So, it can be concluded that the flashcard is helpful the students to increase 

their achievement in learning vocabulary. 

 

The statistical using paired sample T-test with the significant level 0.05, Obtained Sig. (2-tailed) 

is 0,000. Because significance 0.000 lower than 0.05 (0.000 <0.05) means that H0 is rejected 

and Ha is accepted. So, from both mean it can concluded that there is significant differences in 

the students’ achievement of reading comprehension means that teaching vocabulary 

comprehension using flashcard is effective. Therefore, the students’ vocabulary comprehension 

achievement is getting better that after being taught by using flashcard. In other words, there is 

effect of flashcard to the vocabulary of the sixth graders in SDN Selatan Rengasdengklok 2. 
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