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Abstract

The objective of this research focuses on students perceptions toward grammar in the English classroom.
This research uses the qualitative descriptive method, the procedure for collecting data uses
guestionnaire analysis in google forms free online questionnaire. The population is 30 students in class
TEI C at SMK TI Pembangunan Cimahi. The sample is 30 students. The results of the data analysis
showed that 60% of students stongly agree that grammar in the English classroom important, while the
other 40% agree. In addition 96% of students admit that their need to increase English grammar. The
most dominant of students perceptions grammar showed to increase skills on grammar 96% of students
choose to agree on statements. The findings revealed that students perceived differently toward grammar
in the English classroom.
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INTRODUCTION

English as an international language is use by people all over the world. As stated by Mundriyah
and Parmawati (2016) that English is used in many activities either orally or in writen form.
Grammar is an important part of learning English. Since first learning English has been exposed
to grammar. Students have faced grammar since being in school and even at university.
According to Al-Mekhlafi & Nagaratman in Sani (2016), there are three areas of grammar,
which are grammar as rules, grammar as form, and grammar as resource. They added that many
students think that learning grammar means learning the rules of grammar and having
intellectual knowledge about grammar. People have different perceptions about the roles of
grammar. Some have positive perceptions and some have negative perceptions.

Grammar very important and may affect one’s success in English. Grammar has a big roles in
the teaching of English as a foreign language. Besides that, grammar is one of the factors that
determine students’ success in study English. Al-Mekhlafi & Nagaratnaam in Sani (2016),
grammar is a valuable aspect for oral or written communication. In addition, both students and
teachers assume that grammar study is not sufficient, whereas for the real-life communication
grammar is also important.

Although grammar is important, there are many types of difficulties faced by students on the
effect of grammar instruction in the ESL/EFL context. Haudeck in Sani (2016), many learners
have difficulty in internalizing grammar rules, although these have been taught intensively.
Most of the classes mention grammar causes moments during discomfort and sometimes even
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terror. The definition of grammar is the learning of how words and component parts combine
to sentences. People sometimes describe grammar as the "rules™ of a language. Al-Mekhlafi &
Nagaratman in Sani (2016) said that in teaching grammar three areas have to be considered:
grammar as rules, grammar as form, and grammar as resource. In another words grammar has
some grammatical parts for example words, sentences, paragraphs, nouns, verbs, and
punctuation.

Perceptions refers to the ability to choose something through the senses such as smelling,
hearing, seeing and touching. According to Lindsay & Norman (1973), perceptions is the
process by which organisms interpret and regulate sensations to produce a meaningful world
experiences, in other words perceptions is the way people think and respect something. This
might be different from one another because people sometimes have different thoughts even
though they think the same thing. Perceptions can also be described as the way people notice
or understand something using one of their feelings.

Perceptions is the process of interpreting and recognizing sensory stimulation. Perceptions also
include how to respond to the information, information something meaningful. According to
Vygotsky in Sodik & Wijaya (2017), perception is a dynamic system of behaviour which is
always changing. Besides that, according to Ronald (2008), perception is an important process
that covers the selection, organization, and interpretation of sensory data which help other
people define their world and influence their behaviour.

Based on the explanation that this study aims to investigate students perceptions toward
grammar in English classroom, beside that this research focuses on about perceptions students
grammar at SMK TI Pembangunan Cimahi.

METHOD

This research uses qualitative descriptive method. The qualitative descriptive method have
become a very common procedure for conducting research including education, the purpose of
descriptive research is to describe a characteristics and phenomenon. Creswell in Nassaji
(2015), qualitative descriptive data as a whole to find relevant themes and ideas and then
convert them to numerical data for further comparison and evaluation. The procedure used to
collect the data researchers uses questionnaire analysis in google forms the free online
questionnaire. In this research, the researchers took SMK Tl Pembangunan Cimahi students,
the population of the research is 30 students in class X TEI C and the sample is 15 while
population. The data collected was analyze to explore there attitude, behavior, and experience
which emerged along teaching program (Dawson, 2009, cited in Apsari and Yana, 2015)

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Results

This research used a questionnaire to collect the data to determine students' perceptions of
grammar. Because the researchers used questionnaires there are some statements given with a
scale such as strongly agree, agree, disagree, and strongly disagree. Questionnaires are
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presented in Indonesian to make it easier participants to understand the statement. This section
discusses the findings from the analysis of the data, the data obtained from questionnaire were
analyzed to answer the research question “what are the students’ perceptions toward grammar
at SMK TI Pembangunan Cimahi ?” In this part, the researchers discussed the finding of the
closed-ended questionnaire in which students rated each statement according to four-point scale
by putting a check mark on the appropriate column: strongly agree, agree, disagree, and strongly
disagree. The researchers categorized 14 questions. Presented below, are the mean and
percentages of the participants’ responses and their discussion.

Results

No Questions SA A D SD TOTAL

1. Ithink learning grammar is important 40% 60% 0% 0% 100%
in the context of studying English

2. | think learning grammar can help 60% 40% 0% 0% 100%

me to communicate in English
well.

3. I can feel that | get more benefitsand 30% 60% 10% 0% 100%
knowledge when I learn English at
school

4. 1think by learning grammar | can 20% 70% 10% 0% 100%
measure my ability in learning
English well.

5. I think that learning grammar can 30% 60% 0% 10% 100%
help me to be successful in acquiring
English.

6. Ithink I need to increase my skillson 0% 96% 0% 4% 100%
grammar.

7. | feel that learning grammar is 56 5% 70% 20% 100%
wasting time

8. I think grammar is an interesting 20% 60% 20% 0% 100%
subject to learn at school

9. I like learning grammar 10% 70% 10% 10% 100%

10. Ithink learning grammar is easy. 10% 50% 30% 10% 100%

11. 1think learning grammar is fun. 20% 60% 20% 0% 100%

12. | feel learning grammar is difficult. 20% 30% 50% 0% 100%

13. | feel that learning grammar is very 20% 70% 10% 0% 100%
boring.

14. Can you follow grammar lesson in 20% 50% 30% 0% 100%

the classroom very easily
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Discussion

Based on the research from the questions above, there are several of positive questions and
negative questions. The positive question there are, learning grammar is important in the
context of studying English, from this question many students choose to agree. Learning
grammar can help to communicative in English well, from this question many students choose
to strongly agree. Grammar is an interesting subject to learn at school, from this question many
students choose to agree.

The negative questions there are, learning grammar is wasting time, from this question many
students choose to disagree. Learning grammar is difficult, from this question many students
choose to disagree. Learning grammar is very boring, from this question many students choose
to agree. Based on the questions that this statement is supported by Sani (2016). which states
that learning grammar is wasting time because it makes a students have to think hard, besides
that learning grammar is very boring because students feel learning about grammar sometimes
doesn’t understand.

From the results show that students perceptions is different. Students consider that grammar is
important and anyone considers that grammar is not important, but grammar is the factors
students’ success in learning English. Harmer in Sodik & Wijaya (2017), grammar as the
description of the ways in which words can change their forms and can be combine into
sentences in the language. In addition, according to Gerot and Wignell in Setiyaningsih (2013),
grammar is a theory of a language, of how language is put together and how it works. Therefore,
grammar is the key to successful communication.

CONCLUSION

The research was conducted to find out students' perceptions toward grammar at SMK TI
Pembangunan Cimahi. After collecting data, from the part the researchers found out that the
students were aware of the importance of grammar. The revealed data that students need to
learn grammar in context of studying English. The students assumed that by learning grammar
they can measure their English learning abilities because they may get more useful and
knowledge to be used while they were communicating in English. Students also think that they
can gain their English skills by learning grammar and they feel that their need to learn more
about it. They assumed that learning grammar is useful and not wasting their time in learning.
The study found that students were interested in learning grammar. They feel that the grammar
lesson system is easily understood and they can follow the teaching and learning process well.
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