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Abstract

The aim of this research is to improve students' reading comprehension at the eleventh grade of SMA Mathla’ul Anwar using the think-pair-share technique. The writers implementing this method is to make students easier to understand in a reading activity in the class through discussion and sharing information with their friends. The method of the research is classroom action research (CAR), the research has been carried out in three cycles to achieve students’ improvement in reading comprehension. The mean score in the first cycle is 59.6. In the second cycle is 67.5 and the third cycle is 77. The mean score of the third cycle shows that the think-pair-share technique has succeeded in improving students' reading comprehension

Keywords:	Think-Pair-Share, Reading Comprehension, Classroom Action Research

INTRODUCTION

Language has a very important role in the creation of communication either orally or in writing, and as a practice to develop thinking skills. Then, the use of language can determine the quality of all forms of communication individually or in groups.

English is a language used by all countries in the world as an international language. Then, mastery of English is very necessary as a supporting facility in realizing the creation of good and widespread communication.

In Indonesian, English is a foreign language that is widely used in various fields, including economics, medicine, law, politics, art and culture, industry, and education.

In the field of education, language learning in schools especially English is expected to help students in developing their knowledge, abilities and language skills. There are four skills in English that must be mastered by students, namely Reading skills, Writing skills, Listening skills and Speaking skills.

At all levels of education, Reading skills are the main points that must be mastered by students. Hodgson (Tarigan, 2008) cited in Rosyana, 2015 explained that "reading is a process that is carried out and used by the reader to get the message to be conveyed by the author through the words or written language media". In reading activities there will be an interaction between the reader and the author. Reading is also always done with understanding. Snow (2002: 11) cited in Sapsuha and Bugis, 2013 define "reading comprehension as the process of simultaneously extracting and constructing meaning through interaction and involvement with written language".

The purpose of Reading Comprehension in relation to learning in senior high school is that students can read carefully to understand the contents of a text correctly. Reading Comprehension skills must be accustomed to and developed in school. A student must be able to read quickly and understand what he/she is reading.

The reality in the field shows that Reading Comprehension skills at Mathla'ul Anwar Senior High School are still not optimal. It can be proven that when learning English activity, only a few students pay attention correctly. At the time of reading, students only pay attention to the reading spelling without knowing the main idea of the text given by the teacher, students do not get information from the text they read. Therefore, writers will use the TPS technique (think-pair-share) to improve students' Reading Comprehension skills. 

Mc Candlish (2012:2) cited in Sapsuha and Bugis 2013 states that “Think-Pair-Share is a cooperative discussion that has three parts to the process –student think about a question or an issue, they talk with a partner about their thoughts, then some student’s share their discussion and thinking with the class”. The writer hopes this method makes students more enthusiastic and diligent in learning.


METHOD

The Methods sections should be brief, but they should including adequate technical information to allow the experiment to be repeated by qualified readers. Only new methods must be explained in detail. 

To support the process in improving students' reading comprehension the writers used a type of Classroom Action Research (CAR) by using (TPS) think-pair-share as a method. (Burns, 2009) stated that the central idea of the action part of action research is to intervene in deliberate ways in the problematic situation in order to bring about changes and, even better, improvements in practice. Based on the description above the writers conclude that Classroom Action Research will help the researcher to solve the problem in the teaching reading process. This research was conducted at eleventh-grade students in Mathla'ul Anwar Senior High School consisting of 33 students as a research subject. According to Kemmis and McTaggart (1998) in Burns (2009) said that "there are four steps in action research. Namely: planning, action, observation, and reflection". The writers used several procedures which is including steps in CAR.

To collect data the writers used Tests, Observation sheet, and Fieldnotes.
a. Test 
The test consists of 20 multiple choice items related to analytical exposition text. The value of the comprehension test is obtained by summing all the scores obtained by the students with the Minimum Kriteria Ketuntasan Minimal (KKM). And for the KKM (Kriteria Ketuntasan Minimal) at Eleventh-grade students of Mathla’ul Anwar senior high school 70. Students are said to complete learning if the final score obtained is 70 and it means the teacher can help students improve their reading skills using the Think Pair Share (TPS) method.
The writers calculate the results of students’ reading comprehension as follows:

Score = 

(Helmin in Rusdiansah 2010) 

The writers will describe the analysis of data taken from the results of students' reading test. The mean score of each student is calculated by using formula as follows:

 = 
Note:	 = Mean score
	 The sum of all score
	N = The total number of the subject. (Gay in Rusdiansah 2010)
The mean score was classified into the following table: 

Table 1. Criteria Mean Score
	Rate of Scores
	Categories

	96 – 100
	Excellent

	86 - 95
	Very Good

	76 – 85
	Good

	66 – 75
	Fairly Good

	56 – 65
	Fair

	36 – 55
	Poor

	0 – 35
	Very Poor


    (Mutmainnah in Rusdiansah 2010)  

 
b. Observation sheet
The observation sheet is used during teaching and reading activities using a think-pair-share (TPS) technique.
c. Fieldnotes
Field notes are notes that are made when teaching and learning activities are applied. The writers will retrieve data from the students’ worksheet then analyze the data.


RESULTS

The result of the experiment must include the rationale and results of the experiment then presented in pictures, tables, and text.
 
The writer used a type of Classroom Action Research (CAR) by using Think-pair-share (TPS) as a method in improving reading comprehension in analytical exposition. The writers conducted the research in the first cycle is based on the problems in the eleventh grade of Mathla’ul Anwar senior high school.
 
The first cycle consists of planning, action, observation, and reflection. In the first cycle, the authors applied the learning model using TPS techniques with the steps of Thinking, Pairing, and Sharing.

Based on observations made in the first cycle, the TPS method is still not optimal. Some students still difficult to understand the contents of the text, determine the generic structure of the analytical exposition text, and some students are still not familiar with the think-pair-share technique. Based on these problems, it can be concluded that students' reading comprehension ability with the TPS technique is still not optimal.

The writers calculate the students' score by collecting the students' task in order to get the mean score. The result of the first cycle is not good, the means score of the first cycle is 59.6.
It means that the writers must be better in the second cycle because the aim of writers is to reach the means score of 70. The result of the first cycle can be seen from this table as follow:

Table 2. Students score in cycle 1 	
Student 	Score
1	63
2	60
3	59
4	59
5	60
6	62
7	55
8	55
9	60
10	59
11	59
12	60
13	50
14	70
15	60
16	65
17	63
18	60
19	63
20	63
21	59
22	60
23	55
24	55
25	60
26	63
27	59
28	60
29	50
30	50
31	62
32	70
33	59
Total	1967
 = 
 = 
    = 59.6

Based on the first cycle, problems that must be solved in the second cycle is that some students still can not understand the contents of the analytic exposition text, determine the generic structure of the analytical exposition text, and some students still do not understand the think-pair-share technique. Regarding the problem above, the writers conducted the second cycle. The writers explain how to use the think-pair-share technique in analytic exposition text so that students are interested in the process of reading. The results of the second cycle are still not good because the average score of the second cycle is 67.5. The results of the second cycle can be seen from this table as follow:
Table 3. Students score in cycle II
Students      Score
1	67
2	70
3	65
4	67
5	67
6	70
7	65
8	65
9	69
10	65
11	67
12	69
13	67
14	75
15	69
16	70
17	70
18	65
19	65
20	69
21	67
22	67
23	65
24	65
25	67
26	69
27	65
28	70
29	67
30	65
31	69
32	73
33	65
Total	2230
	
 = 
 = 
    =67.5

On observations in cycle 2, the implementation of cycle 2 is better than cycle 1 because students more understand the TPS technique and how to use it in reading activities, students can determine the generic structure in the analytical exposition text but students still find it difficult to analyze the main ideas on analytical exposition text.

Based on the mean score in the first and second cycles, the writers conducted the third cycle. And then the writers give a score on the students' work results. The results are good because the score of students is increasing and the mean score of the third cycle is 77. The result of the second cycle can be seen from this table as follow:

Table 4. Students score in cycle III
Student	Score
1	70
2	85
3	75
4	75
5	77
6	77
7	75
8	70
9	78
10	75
11	75
12	79
13	80
14	85
15	78
16	80
17	80
18	75
19	77
20	75
21	75
22	79
23	78
24	73
25	70
26	75
27	75
28	82
29	80
30	78
31	78
32	85
33	78
Total	2547
 = 
 = 
    = 77
Based on the findings, students' mean scores increase in reading comprehension of analytical exposition text. The average score in the third cycle shows more than 70 KKM values. The learning process in the third cycle also better than the first and second cycles. It means the research has succeeded and the cycle can be stopped.
DISCUSSION

In this research, the writers using Classroom Action Research (CAR), which consists of 33 students at eleventh grade in SMA Mathla’ul Anwar. There are four steps in action research. Namely: planning, action, observation, and reflection". The writers used several procedures which is including steps in CAR. The writers implementing the learning model using the TPS technique with the steps of Thinking, Pairing, and Sharing. Based on the results of observations made at the time of the study, data were obtained on students' reading comprehension ability in the first, second and third cycles. Based on observations made on students, it is known that there is an increase in learning outcomes from the first cycle 59.6 to 67.5 on the second and the third cycle is 77. Thus the learning of reading comprehension skills using the think-pair-share technique at Mathla'ul Anwar High School has succeeded.

Use the "Insert Citation" button to add citations to this document.





CONCLUSION

Based on the discussion above, the use of the think-pair-share method has improved students' reading comprehension. The students’ score of analytical exposition is increased. There is an improvement in every cycle, the third cycle is better than the first and second cycle. So, it can be concluded that the application of the think-pair-share (TPS) technique at the eleventh grade of SMA Mathla’ul Anwar is effective for improving reading comprehension of analytical exposition.
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