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Abstract

[bookmark: _Hlk36227987]The 2013 curriculum has removed English subjects at the elementary school level. This resulted in the emergence of a dilemma in both the teacher and parents of students. Therefore this research was carried out for analyzing the abolished English subject at the elementary school. This study is conducted to analyze the abolished English lesson at the elementary school level.  A case study is applied as this research design. Key informants of this study were English teacher who taught at one of private elementary school in Bandung, and a parent of students.  The researcher found a similarty between English teacher and parent of students’, which is strongly disagree with the abolition English lesson in elementary school. Therefore, this study purposed alternative solution to resolve the abolished English lesson at the elementary school level in 2013 curriculum .
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INTRODUCTION

[bookmark: _Hlk35628831]Curriculum has been generally described as a rule that government made for better education, this is the reason why curriculum is a dynamic document which is usually developed, revised, and/or replaced (Tegamuni & Ugu, 2019). According to Gunawan & Saputra (2020) various curricula and methods have been developed to improve students' ability to mastering English. The curriculum currently used in Indonesia is the 2013 curriculum that English has been removed for elementary school. This is quite unfortunate considering that English is very important. According to Cameron (2001) cited in (Faidah et al., 2019) stated “Children can always do more than we think they can; they have huge learning potential, and the foreign language classroom does them a disservice if we do not exploit that potential”. It can be concluded that learning language in the early age is good for children whether it is in first stage or in second stage.  English as an official international language has become a necessity for us to learn. By learning and understanding English well, it will make easier for us to interact with foreigners, especially if we want to continue our education abroad.
English is a language which one of its functions is for communicating. Additionally, according to Crystal (2005) cited in (Ota et al., 2018) said, English is used as an instrument of communication between countries principally in political, social, educational and economic development. Hence, English is an important to be learned, especially with the development of the increasingly demanding era of all people to be able to use English language (Santoso & Andriyadi, 2019). Thus, English is taught and used as a foreign language in Indonesia. In addition, English should be treated as a habit from an early age. It is very important because by habituation, children will be trained in English conversations without ignoring the mother tongue (Indonesian and regional languages). Moreover, Wells (1991) cited in (Budiharto & Affandi, 2018) said that the English language has been given to the students of elementary school, so that the students will not have difficulty in the next level of school.
In the KTSP curriculum, English has been taught from the kindergarten to the high school, with different level of materials. However, after the curriculum changed to the 2013 curriculum, the Indonesian Ministry of Education and Culture (Kemendikbud) issued a statement to remove English from elementary schools started in 2013/2014. This decision brought various comments from various circles, both from teachers as educators and from parents of the students.
Based on Indonesia regulation No.20 in 2003 about national education system of Indonesia cited in (Syamsia & Tegamuni, 2018) curriculum is a set of plan and rules regarding to objective, content, and learning process and also method to be used as guideline of learning activity application to reach certain objectives. According ministry of education and culture in Indonesia (2014) cited in (Ayustina et al., 2018) said that In the implementation of Curriculum 2013, the word “teaching” switched to the word “learning how to learn”, if in the previous curriculum, School-Based Curriculum, the teachers became the center of learning, here, it forces the students to be involved as the center in the process of learning. Regarding the importance of curriculum, thus, it can be argued that a sound curriculum is required to be implemented to achieve certain educational objective.

Considering the usefulness of English as a lingua franca, this can certainly cause disquiet felt by English teachers in elementary schools and parents of students. Therefore, this paper will discuss the findings of an investigation carried out to explore the dilemmas that occur and then purpose solutions to resolve the dilemmas.


METHOD

This research applied descriptive qualitative method. According to Bogdan and Taylor cited in (Firdhani et al., 2018), the descriptive qualitative method is a research method that produces descriptive data in the form of written words or oral things that can be observed. Thus, the instruments of this research are observation and face to face interview. According to Burn cited in (Suryani et al., 2020), interviews and discussion are face-to face personal interaction, which generate data about the research issue and allow specific to discuss from other people perspective. Interview is used to gain a lot of information regarding to the difficulties teaching English in an elementary school related to the Curriculum 2013.

The research was conducted at one of Elementary private schools in Bandung. The researcher used open-ended interview to collect the data from an English teacher and a parent of student. Interview was used to ensure the trustworthiness of the data and to answer whether the teaching process can relate to the 2013 curriculum.


RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Results
A. Teachers’ and parents’ point of view toward the abolished English lesson in elementary school level.

Based on the investigation, the research found that there were similar points of view for both teachers and parents of students. English language teacher and parents argued that English lesson is needed in Elementary school as the basis of their foreign language knowledge. Besides, both teachers and parents contended that due to the advancement of education, being able to perform English is important for the students in the future by knowing the English basic knowledge since they were children. 

This evidenced while doing face to face interviews. The evidences are as follow:The result are as follow :

Interviewer 	: “In your point of view, is English needed to be learned in elementary school?”
Teacher 	:“I think English is actually needed in elementary school for it is a basic knowledge to build the skill of English even when the material is just such a vocabulary”.
Parent 	:“Yes, English is needed for our children”.

Interviewer 	:“What do you think about the abolished of English in elementary school?”
Teacher 	:“Unfortunately, English has been removed in elementary school. Well, I think children as the students are in the gold age to learn something, it’s English to be exact”.
Parent	:” It’s kind of disappointing, because you know that nowadays almost everything used English in daily life”.

B. Student responds referring to English lesson based on explanation teachers’ and parents’

Interviever 	:”What are the responds of the students referring to English?”
Teacher	:”The students mostly are not into English because they use Bahasa Indonesia and Bahasa Sunda in daily conversation, so they think English is quite difficult. But they are really excited every time I come to the class to teach English. Then, I start from the basic knowledge for making English interesting for a student such as when I enter to the class I just simply say “Good morning” and they answer “Good morning” too as they respond, it indirectly teaches them about greeting”. 
Parent	:”The students do not feel any burden even though they think English is difficult”.
Based on the results of the investigation, the research revealed that the students were very eager to learn English. Although, in their daily lives they only used Indonesian and Sundanese. In addition, students' parents revealed, when children learn English they feel unburdened by the lesson. This evidenced with teacher’ explanation as follow;
”The students mostly are not into English because they use Bahasa Indonesia and Bahasa Sunda in daily conversation, so they think English is quite difficult. But they are really excited every time I come to the class to teach English. Then, I start from the basic knowledge for making English interesting for a student such as when I enter to the class I just simply say “Good morning” and they answer “Good morning” too as they respond, it indirectly teaches them about greeting”. [Data description ET-01].


Discussion

English is not a required subject in elementary school yet the school still put it at the top of the subject for the goodness of their students in the future. One of the difficulties of teaching English in elementary school is the students do not use English because they use Bahasa Indonesia and Bahasa Sunda in daily conversation. However, the teacher keeps doing something new to make English for the goodness of their students in the future. It started from the basic knowledge for example, when the teacher enters to the class she just simply says “Good morning” and the children answer “Good morning” too as the respond, it indirectly teaches them about greeting in a very simple way. 
The abolition of English lesson in elematary school is very unfortunate by teacher and parent, because it is verry supportive of chlildren’s development in learning international language. One of solution for the parents’ dilemma is that parent can do to support children in learning english is to take private english course at certain institution outside formal school. It will be improved the ability of children to perfom English language well. 


CONCLUSION

Based on aforementioned research findings,  this research has concluded three main aspects. First, The abolition of English subjects at the elementary level is considered inappropriate because this can be dilemmas to teachers and students in the future. Second, it is kind of disappointing English has been abolished in elementary school. The last, the solution for parents to increase student english ability is to enroll their children on private english course.
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