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Abstract

In this study, the researcher used qualitative research method to find out students’ perception in writing descriptive text. The subjects of this research were the 25 students in SMPN 32 Bandung. They were 13 boys and 12 girls. To collect the data, the researcher used pre-test, post-test that given after the students had got the treatment and also questionnaire. The result of the study showed the highest score for pre-test was 84, the lowest score was 16, and the mean score was 43.2. The data showed that the students’ score still low. And the highest score for post-test was 90, the lowest score was 40, and the mean score was 68.8. It means that students improved their ability after the treatment given, and their perception in writing descriptive text was found. But the researcher indicates that the students were still in low level or their ability in writing descriptive text was still weak.
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INTRODUCTION

The teaching-learning process of English language concentrates on the four skills, thos are : reading, listening, speaking and writing (Pratiwi et al., 2019), and here is some statement of writing, the first is that writing is activity to write something in our mind to give idea, feelings, opinion or information in writing by using pencil, pen, marker and etc in the media paper or the others (Farizi & Fauzyah, 2019). The second is that writing becomes successful when the reader catches a glimpse of the hidden speaker behind the text; when a phrase, a sentence, a few words reveal the human subject’s intentions and presence (Nugraha & Maryani, 2020). The third is Writing is about more than making our thoughts and ideas visible and concrete (Widayanti et al., 2019). It can be said that in writing, writers must have certain goals and intentions, certain relationships to their readers, and certain information to convey to the readers . Writing is considered as the most complicated skill to be mastered required not only great vocabularies but also grammar. However, writing in English is not easy and the students often find some difficulties while they are writing.

There are some texts that can be written, one of them is descriptive text. Descriptive text is the text that describes something. It is close to the learners’ life. It is used to tell what or who a person is, place, or thing. A statement also said that a descriptive text usually has two main sections: first identification it is about how to introduction of a person, place, animal, or object will be described. And second it is about description of something such as animal, things, place or person by describing its feature, forms, colors, or anything related to what the writer describe. Descriptive text also has characteristic or language features such as adjectives and compound adjective dominant to used and using the simple present tense (Royani & Sadiah, 2019).

Students’ perception can be observed, analyzed, and classified to be found out by the researcher.  So, the researcher was interested in conducting this research based on the research problem: what students’ perception in writing descriptive text is and what the causes of it are. One thing that can be done by teacher is to make a good perception in writing descriptive text to students, and one of the way to get it is to make the class becomes more interactive and involving themselves into the class’s activities, especially in writing descriptive text. It is why the teacher should use an interesting strategy and an appropriate media.


METHOD

The researcher used qualitative descriptive methode as the research methodology. This is because the writer analyzed the data descriptively and the presentation of the result was in form of explanation of words which would be supported by data presented in the form of table. The goal of descriptive research is to describe a phenomenon and its characteristics, this research is more concerned with what rather than how or why something has happened. However, qualitative research is more holistic and often involves a rich collection of data from various sources to gain a deeper understanding of individual participants, including their opinions, perspectives, and attitudes (Royani & Sadiah, 2019).

In collecting data the researcher used tests and questionnaire. The tests that were given to students were pre-test and also post-test after the students had got the treatment. They were the seventh grade students in SMP Negeri 32 Bandung in academic years 2019-2020 consist of 25 students, to analyze students’ perception in writing descriptive text.



RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Results

This part discusses about the result of the analysis of the data. The data from pre-test and post-test and also questionnaire.


Table 1. Data of Pre-Test and Post-Test
	
No
	Sample
	Pre-Test
	Post-Test

	1
	S1
	48
	80

	2
	S2
	36
	70

	3
	S3
	36
	55

	4
	S4
	32
	85

	5
	S5
	36
	60

	6
	S6
	36
	75

	7
	S7
	84
	90

	8
	S8
	16
	55

	9
	S9
	32
	55

	10
	S10
	60
	80

	11
	S11
	80
	80

	12
	S12
	48
	75

	13
	S13
	36
	65

	14
	S14
	52
	85

	15
	S15
	76
	90

	16
	S16
	48
	40

	17
	S17
	52
	55

	18
	S18
	28
	45

	19
	S19
	56
	90

	20
	S20
	40
	75

	21
	S21
	32
	75

	22
	S22
	24
	60

	23
	S23
	20
	60

	24
	S24
	40
	65

	25
	S25
	32
	55

	Total
	25
	43.2
	68.8





Table 2. The Result of Questionnaire
	No
	Questions
	Yes
	Maybe
	No

	1
	Do you like learning English?
	100%
	
	

	2
	Do you like four English skills (listening, speaking, writing, and reading)?
	51%
	23%
	26%

	3
	Do you like writing?
	55%
	45%
	

	4
	Do you think that writing is one of skills that difficult to learn?
	12%
	53%
	35%

	5
	Do you understand the writing lesson using teaching method that have been applied by your teacher?
	66%
	34%
	

	6
	By guidance of teacher, do you feel being motivated to ask questions about things that you have not understood yet?
	80%
	20%
	

	7
	Does the teacher apply an appropriate teaching method in each lesson?
	25%
	75%
	


	8
	Does the teacher use a media for teaching?
	93%
	7%
	

	9
	Do you feel difficult to understand when reading text?
	96%
	
	4%

	10
	Do you know descriptive text?
	82%
	7%
	11%

	11
	Do feel the difficulty when writing descriptive text?
	91%
	9%
	

	12
	Do you think the way of teacher in teaching writing descriptive text is fun and effective?
	41%
	
	59%

	13
	Do your parents always ask you about your school activity?
	97%
	
	3%

	14
	Do your parents teach you English at home?
	
	
	100%

	15
	Have you ever spoken in English with your friends or people around you?
	19%
	
	81%




Discussion

In this research, the researcher used qualitative method to find out students’ perception in writing descriptive text of 25 students. Before conducting the treatment, pre-test was given to students. The highest score was 84, the lowest score was 16, and the mean score was 43.2. The data showed that the students’ score was low. After conducting the treatment, the highest score was 90, the lowest score was 40, and the mean score was 68.8. It means that students improved their ability after the treatment had been given. But the researcher indicates that the students were still in low level. Their score is still below the minimum completeness criteria, which is 75.

From the data above, it was found that students’ perception in writing was positive, even though they still had difficulty in it. It could be seen from the table above that 12% of the students said that writing is not one of skills that difficult to learn. 82% of respondents knew descriptive text but 91% of the respondents said that they felt the difficulty when writing descriptive text. The researcher could say that they had a problem with vocabulary as showed if 96% of them felt difficult to understand when reading text. It also happened because all of students weren’t taught English at home by their parents and their experience in speaking English with their friends or people around is very less. But from the first question, all students were aware that they like English subject. It makes them easier to understand what material that the teacher teach. From number two and three of the questionnaires, we could see that most of the students like four basic skills especially writing. Although 45 % of the students were still confused to answer the questions. They felt uncertain that they like writing skill.


CONCLUSION

The aim of this research was to know students’ perception in writing descriptive text. The result of data showed that most of their score is still below the minimum completeness criteria, which is 75. Most of the students liked writing and knew what descriptive text is. From the questionnaire, it was shown that the teacher may have given students motivation to learn English and applied an appropriate teaching method. But the teacher didn’t make students feel that descriptive text was fun, and also didn’t make it effectively. It made students perceive that the teaching-learning process was not interesting. It also means that the teacher can find another way to teach effectively and make it to be more fun which make students easier to understand and get the point. Students should learn more about writing descriptive text especially about vocabulary that related with descriptive text and to enhance their ability in writing skill.

So the research is expected to provide motivation and encourage other researchers to conduct further research and efforts to reveal the factors that research results can be more comprehensive. The results of this study are also expected to contribute to the development of English writing.
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