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Abstract

One of the basic skills in English is Speaking. In speaking, students have to know the pronunciation of
the word. For some students, pronouncing words can be problematic. Morph can help the students to do
the correct pronunciation because, with morph, the students can learn pronunciation through phonetic
symbols. With tongue twister, learning morph can be interesting. This research method was action
research where the researcher conducted a test on the participants. The researcher did this research In
English Department Study Program at Private University in Cimahi. The participants of this research
were students in the 5 semester. The researcher gave the participants three levels of Tongue Twister to
know either the vowel or consonant have more errors when it is pronounced. After did the research, the
researcher got the data. The researcher found that /6/ symbol and /f/ symbol often error while the
participants read the tongue twister. Thus, with Tongue Twister, teaching word pronouncing can be
more attractive and can replace the general teaching method.
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INTRODUCTION

Language is something that makes people can communicating with each other. Language has a
fundamental role in human life. Because with language, people can communicate, express their
idea, or interact with others. It is the same with the statement of Douglas Brown, which cited
in Rohman (2016) that language is an abstract vocal, written, and gestural symbol that makes
people speak naturally to each other. Vygotsky (year cited in Cakiroglu, 2018) states that
language is one of the most fundamental instruments of human improvement and cultural
development. However, every country of this world has so many different languages but, the
world has several international languages. One of them is English. Thus, learning about
language, especially English, is necessary. Associated with the importance of learning a
language, students in elementary school, junior and senior high school, or even students on a
higher level have to study about language. Speaking is one of the four English skills that
students have to master that skill. In English speaking, the students required to speak English
properly. They have to pronounce the word correctly to avoid miss understanding when they
speak English. Often, the teacher in class does not explain the speaking material accurately,
which causes some students not to understand how to pronounce the word accurately, which
will be difficult for the students to speak clearly. This statement is in line with the point of view
of Elliot, (year cited in Gilakjani and Sabouri, 2016) that speaking is a very fundamental subject
for students’ speaking ability. But, many teachers do not teach it accurately. Good
pronunciation of the students affects their great learning. Inversely, the pronunciation of a poor
word of the students will affect their bad language learning (Pourhosein Gilakjani, 2012 cited
in Ahmad, 2019).
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If the students can not understand how to pronounce a word, thus the researcher believes that
morph can help them comprehend it. Morph itself is a form of a word or sentence physically
defining some morpheme in a language (Efransyah, 2019). Morph is divide into two types there
are free morph and bound morph. Free morph is a morph that can stand alone. It is also called
lexical morph. For example, the verb run, the adjective smart, or the noun book are free morph
or lexical morph. This kind of morph is the same as a root word. A morph that can not stand
alone is called bound morph or grammatical morph. In the bound morph, a root word have to
be attached by adding other elements. Such as adding the suffix -ly, -able, -tion, and so on, or
adding a prefix -un, -re, -anti, and the other prefix, and it can be a plural form if added -s after
the root word. In English Department Study Program at Private University in Cimahi. 5th-
semester students have learned about phonetics which can help them to pronounce the word
with phonetics symbol. The phonetics symbols of the word can make the students speak clearly
in English because it requires them to pronounce according to its pattern. It should be an easier
way to practice the students’ pronunciation if they have understood the phonetic symbol itself.
McNeill, in her article, states that the awareness of phonological is the skill to analyze and
manipulate the sounds structure of the word (McNeill, 2018). Unfortunately, some students
still can’t understand how to pronounce the word. Because they choose to learn word
pronunciation through an application that can analyze the word, and the application can
sounding the proper pronunciation. It can be easier than they have to identify the phonetics
symbol of the word. Again, a media can take the function of another thing. Thus it can replace
how to pronounce the word with the phonetic symbol. To know how far the students can
recognize the words in a sentence or a text, the researcher provides it with a fun way using a
game named Tongue Twister. Karker (year quoted in Sitoresmi, 2016) states that Tongue
Twister is a text which consists of a combination of the word that very hard for the mouth and
the tongue to produce and control the sound. The tongue twister game is not just for the kids,
but it also can be used for teenagers or adults to learn about word pronouncing. The Tongue
Twister game even can be used for an actor, politician, news anchor, or public speaker who
wants to speak clearly. It can help the speaker to warm up before they go to the public. Another
benefit from using this game is speakers can communicate without feeling doubt or stuttering.
New research has explained why tongue twister is hard to play sometimes. It found that the
brain works split-second and divide into two works. Brain-control works to coordinate the
tongue and the jaw to produce the symphony. It also controls the voice and the larynx to
articulate the word that the speaker speaks. The researcher team from the University of
California, San Fransisco state that those who have a speech disorder helped by the Tongue
Twister game. Tongue Twister can be a promising technique for the student in a school. It
proved from the previous study by Turumi, Jamiluddin, and Salehuddin (year cited in Mu’in,
Amrina, and Amelia, 2017) the implementation of a tongue twister in the eighth-grade of junior
high school can be a promising technique to teach pronunciation to the student. Some students
agree that tongue twister is more interesting than ordinary methods (Fatimah, Lindawati, &
Mardiana, 2020). The implementation of a tongue twister in a higher level has implemented by
Sitoresmi in the pronunciation class. He found that tongue twister can improve the
pronunciation skills of the students.

In line with the explanations above, the researcher gives this article a title named ‘The Used of
Morph in Word Pronouncing in ‘Tongue Twister’ Game’ as the topic because there are some
reasons, as follows :

a. Some students can not pronounce some words correctly, and their speaking skills are
still low even though they had already at a higher educational level.
b. The researcher wants to show that there is some benefit that the participant can get
through this method.
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So, the purpose of this research: To show either vowel or consonant that often error in
pronunciation; To know how far the students can recognize the morph of the words in a sentence
or a text.

METHOD

The research method used by the researcher was action research. According to the statement of
Harmer (presented in Rohman, 2016), action research is the research to improve the aspects of
the teaching material. Action research also can figure out the success or the suitability of
particular activities and actions to reach the teaching objectives, in line with that, Amin et al.
state that one of the aspects of action research focused on problems that are related to the
educational field. Also, action research conduct to improve the understanding of the students
about the practice. There is a cycle that involves any steps and done systematically (Amin,
Rashid, and Teh, 2019). According to the statement of Harmer above, the researcher concludes
that action research is the procedure that can develop the process of teaching and learning
activity or develop the comprehension of the students to the subject. Kemmis and McTaggart
designed the steps of this action to reach the research objectives when doing this research
method, there are planning (identify the problem of the participants), acting (save the data),
observing (analyzed the gained information), and reflecting (make and develop an action)
(Rohman, 2016). The researcher did this research in a private University in Cimahi, West Java.
The researcher has involved three female students and three male students in the same class as
the participants of this research. To conduct this research, the researcher gained the data through
a test to the participants. The researcher collected the consonant and the vowels of the tongue
twister after the participants have read it by recording their voice to find the problem. A test is
a method for counting the competence of the participants, understanding, skill and, ability of
talent from an individual or group to gain the data (Rohman, 2016). The researcher tested the
participants by reading the tongue twister within three levels of it and recorded the voice of the
participants. The researcher conducted the test in two cycles. The researcher implemented the
use of tongue twister to the participants. The researcher started by explaining the definition of
morph, then the researcher explained the tongue twister and how the tongue twister worked.
The researcher tested the participants one by one in order to not make any deception to them.
For the first cycle, the researcher gives the participant three levels of a tongue twister in a paper
that has to be read by the participant. Then, the researcher asked the participant to read aloud
the tongue twister as a practice. If the participant ready, then the researcher will record it.

As for the second cycle, If there are any mistakes in pronouncing the word of the tongue twister,
then the researcher will show the mistake to the participant. After that, the researcher corrected
it, and the participants have to listen and repeat after the researcher. The researcher asked the
participant to repeat the tongue twister and recorded it for the second time. The instrument used
in this research is a paper that contains three levels of a tongue twister. Down below are the
tongue twisters which the researcher use.

Table 1. Tongue Twister A
She sells sea shells by the sea shore

Vowel Consonant
Vowel Word Consonant Word
fil She, sea /1l She, Shells, Shore
e/ Sell, Shell /s/ Sells, Shells, Sea,
/a1/ By N/ Sells, Shells

The Used of Morph in Word Pronunciation Through ‘Tongue Twister’ Game |25



PR H J ECT Volume 6, No. 1, January 2023 pp 23-31

PROFESSIONAL JOURNAL OF ENGLISH EDUCATION

/2/ Shore Iz/ Sells, Shells
/ol by
/8/ the
/r/ Shore

The first tongue twister just consists of 8 words, 13 consonants, and 8 vowels. In this tongue
twister, the object has to distinguish the /[/ and /s/ symbol in word 'she' 'sell' 'seashell' and
'seashore’.

Table 2. Tongue Twister B

I'm not a pheasant plucker,
I'm a pheasant pluckers son.
And I'm only plucking pheasants
'till the pheasant plucker comes.

Vowel Consonant
Vowel Word Consonant Word
a1/ I’'m m/ I'm, comes
/a/ Not In/  Not, pheasant, son,
only
/a/ a, pheasant, /t/ Pheasant, Pheasants,
pheasants, plucker, not, “till
pluckers, the

/e/ Pheasant, pheasants /fl  Pheasant, Pheasants
/n Plucker, pluckers, z/ Pluckers, comes

plucking, son, comes
[/ And Ip/ Plucker, pluckers,
plucking
Jou/ Only n Plucker, pluckers,

plucking, ‘till, only

Ikl Plucker, pluckers,
plucking, comes

Irl Plucker, pluckers
/sl Pheasants, son
/d/ And
/n/ Plucking
/6/ The

The second tongue twister is consist of 20 words, 51 consonants, and 28 vowels. In this level,
the object has to read carefully because there are some words which can deceive while the
object read it such as 'Ph* word that have to be pronounced as 'f'.
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Table 3. Tongue Twister C

afleaandaflyinaflue
said the fly
"oh what should we do?"
said the flea "let us fly"
said the fly "let us flee"
so they flew
through a flaw in the flue

Vowel Consonant

Vowel Word Consonant Word
[al A, the, they Ifl Flea, flew, flee, fly,
flue, flaw

[/ And /Il Flea, flew, flee, fly,
flue, flaw, let

[a1/ Fly In/ And, in
hl In /d/  And, said, should, do
u/ Flew, flue, do, /s/  Said, should, us, so

through

lel Said, let /6/ The, they
lov/ Oh Iw/ What
ol Should It/ What, let
Ial What, us /1l Should
ol flaw /6/ Through
lil Flea, we, flee Irl Through

The last level of tongue twister is consist of 37 words, 52 consonants, and 35 vowels. In this
last level, the object has to distinguish the vowel /i/, /ar/, /u/, and /o/ in word 'flea’, 'fly', 'flue’,
‘flaw', and 'flee’".

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Results

This research was action research to use the Tongue Twister game as an instrument to test the
participants. This research was in two cycles and was on the same day, on 6™ October 2019.
Down below, the researcher explains how to conduct this research.

Cycle 1

In the first cycle, there are three steps that the researcher took, as follows:
1. Planning
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researcher plan what tongue twister which fits with the level that will be given to the participant
and fit with their background knowledge, after that the researcher prepares three levels of
tongue twister in a paper, the data paper.

2. Acting

The first step in acting is the researcher explain what the tongue twister itself to the participants,
then the researcher asks the participants to separate from other participants with the researcher
and starts to read the tongue twister while the participant reading, the researcher records them
to save the data. If the participant had done, then the researcher analyzes the audiotape and
writes the phonetic symbol which error when the participant read the tongue twister, then the
researcher let the participant know their fault.

3. Observing

After having the data, the researcher did the observing step. In this step, the researcher observes
the error and get the data, as follows :

Tongue The Error of Paticipants Phonetic symbols are most
Twister 1 2 3 4 5 6 often wrong when
pronounced
Shesellssea  /6/ /8/  /8/ /8/  j8/ 8/ /8/
shells by the ~ /I/ N/ N/ N/ Ir/
sea shore
I'm not a Ifl Ifl Ifl Ifl Ifl Ifl Ifl
pheasant /€] Ik/ NG 18 IN
plucker, /N /8/ /8/
I'ma /8/
pheasant
pluckers son.
And I'm only
plucking
pheasants
'till the
pheasant
plucker
comes.
afleaanda  /o/ /8/  /8/ /8 j8/ 8/ /8/
fly in a flue /8/ lol  /8/ /8/ /8] /8]
said the fly Is/ lol /u/ N
"oh what u/ /sl Ju/
should we Irl I/
do?" lu/
said the flea Il
"let us fly"
said the fly
"let us flee"
so they flew
through a
flaw in the
flue
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Cycle 2

1. Planning

As an evaluation of the first cycle, the researcher set the best way to correct the error morph
of the participants. To confirm some errors in the morph pronounce by the participants, the
researcher replayed the audiotape and wrote it down on a field note.

2. Acting

The researcher showed the participants about their errors and told them the correct
pronunciation. Then, the researcher asked the participants to read the tongue twisters for the
last time as a final result. While participants read the tongue twisters, the researcher recorded
the voice of the participants for gained the final data in cycle two.

3. Observing

For the second time, the final data has gained as follows:

Tongue The Error of Paticipants Phonetic symbols are most
Twister 1 2 3 4 5 6 often wrong when
pronounced
She sellssea  /f/ /8/ /8/ /e/  /8/ 8/ /8/
shells by the N/ i Ir/
sea shore
I'm not a €/ It/ Ifl Ifl Ifl 18/ Ifl
pheasant la1/ /N
plucker, /a/ /8/
I'ma
pheasant
pluckers son.
And I'm only
plucking
pheasants
'till the
pheasant
plucker
comes.
afleaanda  /d/ /8/ /8/ 8/ /8l /8] /8/
fly in a flue /8/ [a1/ /8/ /6/ /8/ /8/
said the fly /u/ lol /ol
"oh what )
should we
do?"
said the flea
"let us fly"
said the fly
"let us flee™
so they flew
through a
flaw in the
flue
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Discussion

The researcher got the data from implementing the use of tongue twister in this research. The
result shows that the phonetic symbol which most often wrong when pronounced in the first
cycle in tongue twister level one was /d/, in the second level was /f/, and in the last was /d/. The
researcher could know that it is all consonant. After evaluating from the first cycle, the
researcher gained the final data of the participants. It turned out that the phonetic symbol that
most often wrong was the same as in the first cycle, which are /d/, /f/, and /d/. The researcher
concludes that some words that contain consonant phonetic symbols are hard to pronounce.
Also, from the data, we could know that almost all participants understand how to pronounce
the vowel phonetic symbols. In truth, they have already understood how to pronounce the
consonants IPA as well. But when it appears in some words, they can not pronounce it correctly.
For the students, they have to learn more about how to pronounce consonant phonetic symbols.
And for the lecturers, they have to teach the student about consonants phonetic symbols more
to make the students understand how to pronounce the consonant correctly. Lecturers can use
tongue twisters to make students not feel bored with the general strategies used to make their
students understand the pronunciation itself and let students know how to pronounce vowels or
consonants of words in sentences. Besides that, using tongue twister can be a fun way or fun
strategy to teach the students.

CONCLUSION

In this article, the researcher implemented the tongue twister by testing the participants through
tongue twisters to show either vowel or consonant that often error in pronunciation and know
how far the students can recognize the morph of the words in a sentence or a text. The
participants have to read the tongue twister, and the researcher recorded it. Then the researcher
got the data. The data found that /8/ symbol and /f/ symbol often error while the participants
read the tongue twisters.
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